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BOOK DEPARTMENT 

A full description of the books received, giving size, price, etc., will be 
found in the Itst of " Publications Received" in this issue, or, generally, 
in a preceding issue of the School Review. 

An Inductive Greek Primer. By Wm. R. Harper, Ph. D., D. D. , 
President of the University of Chicago, and Clarence F. 
Castle, Ph. D., of the University of Chicago. pp. 416. 
New York: American Book Company, 1893. 

Most of the features of this book will be familiar to teachers 
who are acquainted with Harper's Inductive Latin Primer. The 
lessons are shorter, the notes more copious and elementary, and 
the exercises are simpler than in the preceding Inductive Greek 
Method. 

The most marked difference between this book and the Latin 
Primer is in the character of the introduction and the appendix. 
The introduction gives an outline of the principles of Greek ety- 
mology and syntax as illustrated by comparison with Latin. This 
outline is so well arranged and the subject matter is so well chosen 
and clearly expressed that it has great value notwithstanding its 
brevity. The appendix constitutes a valuable synopsis of the es- 
sentials of etymology, with paradigms well arranged for conven- 
ient reference. 

Throughout the book, and especially in the grammatical 
introduction and appendix, there is a most thorough use of Latin 
as a stepping-stone to Greek. The careful application of this idea 
will doubtless prove one of the most useful features of the book 
for pupils prepared for it. 

The book comprises the following: — list of abbreviations, sug- 
gestions to teachers, introduction, suggestions to pupils, lessons, 
text of Anabasis I, I-VIII, word-for-word parallel translation of 
Chapters I and II, free translation of Chapter I, appendix, vocab- 
ulary, three maps, and about twenty-five illustrations printed in 
connection with the text. 

The suggestions to teachers are valuable and if carefully heeded 
the work done can scarcely fail to be thorough. 

The lessons, one hundred and three in number, cover the text 
of the Anabasis, Book I, Chapters I-VIII, inclusive, with review 
lessons at suitable intervals. Lessons I to X give a portion of 
the text with interlinear translation. Lessons X to XV give a 
portion of text without translation but with reference to the word- 
for-word parallel translation. In the remaining lessons, no text 
is given but there is simply a reference to a certain portion of the 
text at the end, where each lesson is bracketed and numbered. 
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The matter of each lesson is divided into text, notes, observa- 
tions, vocabulary, exercises, and topics for study. The notes are 
designed to call attention to all the points to be noted about every 
word of the text, and to give as full information concerning them 
as is desirable at that stage of progress. 

The observations give a classified r/sume" of the information 
imparted by the notes, and contain the matter that should be 
learned and retained. The exercises are based upon the text, and 
present both Greek and English for translation. 

It seems best to give so much of detail for the benefit of those 
who are not familiar with any one of Harper's inductive series for 
beginners in Latin and Greek. 

The typography and binding of the book are all that could be 
desired. The large heavy faced Greek type should be especially 
commended as a blessing to the student's eyes. The maps and 
ilustrations are well chosen and executed. 

Whether the inductive method for beginners is to supplant the 
older fashion or not is yet uncertain; but there can be no doubt 
that Harper's inductive series has, thus far, contributed much to 
the popularity and success of the method. This latest contribu- 
tion is second to none in skillful and thorough application of in- 
ductive principles. 

Yet it seems to me that this book, along with similar ones of 
the series, could be vastly improved by giving greater heed to the 
principle of one thing at a time. Too many new things are 
crowded upon the pupil's attention at the beginning, causing be- 
wilderment and confusion. For the brighter pupils, this passes 
away as progress is made ; but for the duller ones, there is too 
often discouragement and paralysis. Could not the first lessons 
be simplified by passing over for late attention many things now 
introduced into the notes? It seems to me that this is possible, 
both for the Greek and Latin Inductive Primers, and that thereby 
the value of these excellent books would be greatly increased. 

Wm. M. Aber 

University of Utah 

Primer of Italian Literature. By F. J. Snell, A. M. , Balliol Col- 
lege. Oxford: Clarenden Press, 1893. pp. 184. 

Spanish Literature. An Elementary Handbook, with Indices, etc. 
By H. Butler Clarke, M. A., teacher of Spanish at Oxford. 
New York: Macmillan & Co., 1893. pp. x + 288. 

Snell's Primer will fill a place long unoccupied. It is a useful 

manual, giving a brief outline of the field of Italian letters. It 

makes no pretension to completeness, but gives just what every 

ultured man would wish to know before he sets out to study the 



